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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Happy New Year! I think it is safe to 
say that to a person, we are all glad 
to see 2020 in our rearview mirror. 
With the readiness of a vaccine and 
the access to it becoming 
increasingly available across the 
nation in the coming months, we 
can anticipate that the coming year 
will provide us with a significant 
improvement over the year we 
have just lived through. We all 
thank God for the astounding 
advances in medical science which 
produced these vaccines in record 
time. I can assure you that when our 
turn comes, Mary Jane and I will be 
ready to take the vaccine.   
 
As we started this past year, I had 
hoped 2020 would bring a clarity of 
vision (20/20 vision), to our 
community and to our nation. But 
that was all pre-Covid thinking, 
before any of us could have 
predicted that we would live 
through what Time Magazine 
recently called,” the worst year 
ever.” With more than three- 
hundred twenty thousand deaths, 
and more than eighteen million 
cases in our nation, we find ourselves 
deep within a dreadful Covid 
winter.  As of this writing, we at 
WPC have lost 17 members, and 
three friends of the church just this 
past year. To give perspective to 
those numbers during 2019, our 
congregation lost a total of seven 
members to death. Only two of 
those deaths were Covid related. 
Still, Covid has directly impacted 
many other families in the church, 
either by suffering the illness or from 
the deaths of relatives. We have all  
 

 
 

been changed in ways that are 
irrevocable.  
 

At the beginning of a new year, it is 
good for us to ask the question, 
“What have we learned from this 
past year?” It would be 
presumptuous for me to answer 
that for all of you, but I can make 
some observations that have direct 
bearing on our individual and 
community lives. So, I will share with 
you my own list.  
 
 In the midst of a global crisis, life 

demands that we be adaptive 
and very flexible. We must learn 
how to reinvent ourselves and 
meet the challenges that 
threaten our existence with 
courage and wisdom. We have 
done that quite well at WPC, 
from the efforts of our worship 
leadership team to find new 
ways throughout the year to 
provide meaningful worship 
remotely. I have also been 
impressed with the adaptability 
of the church committees to 
continue their work unabated. I 
am particularly proud of the 
Session for their strong leadership 
to keep our congregation safe 
and its internal and outreach 
ministries functioning effectively.  

 
 Our congregation is resilient and 

strong. Despite losing a record 
number of members to death, 
and going for months without 
being able to be together, we 
have maintained our 
relationships and have met all 
our financial obligations with a  
 
 

 
 
balanced budget. I am 
particularly proud of Jason 
Adams, Laurie Nicholson and the  
Christian Action Committee for 
developing creative ways to 
minister to our children through a  
variety of creative approaches, 
including a homemade stay-at-
home Vacation Bible School 
program, a modified video-
based Wednesday night 
program, an impressive 
confirmation class, an Advent 
devotional resource box for each 
child in the church with a variety 
of activities, and most recently, 
through a video-based Christmas 
play that was months in the 
making. Perhaps one of the 
greatest accomplishments of our 
church has been providing 
parents with the resources and 
confidence to be effective 
advocates for the faith 
development of their own 
children.  
 

 I am living proof that you can 
teach an old dog new tricks 
(beside „roll over and play dead.‟)  
In all my years of ministry I have 
not experienced a more difficult 
year than this past year. How do 
you effectively minster to 
grieving families, members in the 
hospital, or to members isolated 
in the nursing homes when I 
cannot be present in those 
moments? Ninety-seven daily 
devotions, numerous cards and 
notes, countless phone calls and 
phone prayers, and too many 
graveside services with no 
physical contact, even texted 
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prayers are just some of the ways 
that have forced me to think 
about ministry outside my thirty-
five-year-old professional box. I 
have missed the regular 
feedback after sermons or  
personal disclosures and trust 
that have been somewhat 
effective.  
 

 Many of us have learned how 
important our community is to 
us, how valuable those hugs are, 
and those private in-person 
conversations with confidants, 
how much we love our church, 
how sacred eating a meal 
together and how meaningful in 
person worship is with our 
people, and how we long for the 
day when we can be back 
together again. 
 

 One of the hardest things for me 
as your pastor, has been facing 
the painful thought of saying 
goodbye remotely, in note, on 
the phone or on a TV screen with 
people I have loved, laughed 
and cried with, celebrated and 
mourned with, shared meals 
with, and worshipped and 
prayed with for more than 
thirteen years. I entered the past 
year with big plans to have our 
children, teens, staff, officers and 
member groups over to my 
home to celebrate our lives 
together, but none of that can 
happen now. And so, I had to 
improvise. The Love in a Viral 
Season devotionals, along with 
the “Happy Hour with the 
Keverend” series were attempts 
to share my life and love with 
each of you. (But I am not yet 
ready to say goodbye, I will wait 
to do so later in the month.)  
 

 I encourage you to take some 
quiet time at the start of this new 
year to ask yourself, “What has 
this past year taught me? What 
strengths have I discovered that I 
didn‟t know I possessed? How has 
it changed my perspective on my 
faith and my relationship with 
God and God‟s people? How am 
I a better and stronger person  
 

 
today than I was on January 1, 
2020?”  
 

All of life is a gift, even, and 
especially the painful parts that we 
would rather experience, but very 
often those moments can be some of 
the best teachers about life and 
faith. God has been with us every 
step of the way and life is the richer  
for it. That has been the case for me 
this past year.   
 
 It remains a joy being church with 
each of you.  
 
Faithfully yours,  
Pastor Kevin Frederick  
 
 

 
 

WORDS OF 
THANKS 

 

Dear WPC members, 
 
As we reflect on the past year, we are 
aware of how tireless and innovative our 
staff has been in their efforts to keep 
church a part of our lives and our faith. 
 
Thank you for your generous 
contributions to the 2020 Staff 
Christmas Fund.  Your support allows us 
to show the appreciation we have as a 
congregation for the staff members who 
work to provide meaningful worship and 
who lead the programmatic efforts of 
our church’s ministries.  Your gifts to the 
Staff Christmas Fund help us express our 
love and gratitude to each of our staff 
members.  May God bless you and our 
church in the coming year. 
 
David Fletcher, 2020 WPC Personnel  
     Committee Chair 
 

 

 

Our Wednesday  

Night Together  

meals will resume  

on January 13. 
 

 

 
 
The tenure of the Reverend Dr. Kevin 
Frederick, our pastor of more than 
thirteen years, will end on January 31, 
2021. Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, 
our original plan to host a traditional 
in-person reception in Pioneer Hall 
prior to Dr. Frederick’s departure 
seems unlikely to happen.  
 
Therefore, please join us on Sunday, 
January 10, 2021, at 3pm as we host a 
Zoom celebration of Kevin’s ministry. 
This celebration would include 
elements of worship, as well as brief 
testimonials from selected church 
members and a short Question and 
Answer session with Kevin and Mary 
Jane. Zoom invitation and registration 
information will be sent out after the 
first of the year.  
 
We hope Kevin and his family will feel 
the loving embrace of the 
congregation, staff, and friends of the 
Waldensian Presbyterian Church as 
they end their time with us and 
prepare for the next chapters in their 
lives. 

 

 

 

Christian sympathy is extended to 
the family and friends of the 
following:  Emile Jacumin who 
passed away on November 24; 
Maggie Simmons-Hughes who 
passed away on November 17; Mike 
Garrison who passed away on 
November 28; Louise Glasbrook who 
passed away on December 7; and 
Louis Garrou who passed away on 
December 14. 

 



 

JANUARY COMMITTEES 
 
Sunday, January 3

rd
  

2:00 PM Christian Action 
 
Monday, January 4

th
 

6:15 PM Diaconate  
 
Sunday, January 10

th
 

1:30 PM Worship  
4:00 PM No Outreach  
 
Wednesday, January 13

th
 

3:00 PM Communications 
6:30 PM Personnel 
 
Sunday, January 17

th
  

4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance 
 
Monday, January 18th 
4:00 PM No Fellowship 
7:00 PM Missions 
 
Sunday, January 24

th 

6:00 PM Session 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

I'm writing on December 16, when I 
had another good recording session 
with five of our middle school youth 
who are cast members for our 
musical, 'The Night Shift Before 
Christmas,' created by Steve Moore, 
Rob Howard, and David Guthrie.  We 
have had to make even more 
adjustments with Covid quarantines, 
but with one more recording session 
this weekend, we will have what we 
need to ask Mark Rostan to edit all 
the pieces together.  He has to edit 
the services for Sunday, Christmas 
Eve, plus the musical.  I can't thank 
him enough. 
 
 

 

Our music groups have recorded 
much for our online worship service, 
and all have enjoyed the work of 
learning and recording music.  Both 
handbell groups are taking a break, 
and one more quartet plans to 
record hymns for January 3 worship 
before the Christmas break.  Singers 
and instrumentalists alike have 
offered their best gifts for God, and 
my gratitude is deep for each of 
them. 
 
I am thankful every day to be a part 
of the staff of WPC.  Your generosity 
in giving a Christmas bonus to us is 
humbling, and yet, is such a help to 
me.  For you to do that in this 
Pandemic year--thank you from my 
heart!  For all your acts of kindness, 
words of encouragement, and 
steadfast investment in our music 
ministries, I am grateful. 
 
January 2021 is a month of 
beginnings and also a farewell to our 
Pastor as he reaches retirement.  It is 
such joy to have been a part of the 
WPC staff during the last 2.5 years of 
Kevin's ministry here, even as hard 
as this Pandemic year 2020 has 
been.  As a Waldensian by heritage, I 
have appreciated Kevin's 
commitment to many years of 
learning and teaching the history of 
the Waldensians, culminating in his 
recent book.  As a church musician, I 
am thankful for his praying with the 
Chancel Choir and Connections Band 
so often before worship, and for the 
ways he has expressed appreciation 
for our offerings of music.  As a 
children's and youth choir director, I 
am grateful for his joy over seeing 
our children and youth grow and 
succeed.  He has never said, "No, it's 
not a good time for the kids to sing 
in worship," but always embraced 
any opportunity for them to share 
music.  It is good that we will all get 
to share things we appreciate about 
him on the afternoon of January 10. 
 
In pre-Covid days, weekly worship 
planning was a way for us to develop 
cohesive services over some weeks.   
 
 

 
He has been so good at planning 
ahead, which is a blessing for a choir 
director, so that I could plan music 
ahead!  It was also a chance to catch 
up regularly.  That has been another 
casualty of these nine months when 
we have had to communicate via 
Zoom or phone call rather than in 
person, and we have both been 
overwhelmed with all that is to be 
done during this time.  Still, we have 
both persevered and found different 
ways forward.  We're still sharing 
the Good News, just having to do it 
in "pieces" through the wonders and 
challenges of technology.  Oh, the 
challenges... 
 
I remember being in the choir room 
on the first Friday afternoon in mid-
March when Kevin recorded his 
sermon alone in the sanctuary, 
before we started adding music in 
each week.  He walked through 
when he had finished and remarked 
how strange it was not to be 
preaching a sermon to people and 
not to "feel" their response.  It was 
haunting for him even at the very 
beginning of this crisis.  Little did 
any of us know then how long he 
would have to do that, even to the 
last of his time here as Pastor.   
 
I wish for Kevin and Mary Jane a 
time ahead of needed rest; family 
time with Sam, Eleanor and Justin; 
hikes; shared meals;  gardening; 
hearing their favorite music; and 
time just "to be."  Love and blessings 
for both of you as you take the next 
steps of your journey together.  
Thank you for your determination 
that, no matter what, God's Love 
wins. 
 
Laurie 

 



 

In the Kitchen 

With Coron 
 

 

 
 

Happy New Year!!! 

 

Wow, it doesn't feel like 2021, we 

lost so much of 2020. It almost 

seems unfair to be happy to turn 

the year.  On the other hand, 2021 

has got to be better, and I am 

looking forward to restarting and 

doing things better.  I hope many 

lessons were learned in 2020, and 

we take advantage of a slower, 

more mindful existence. 

 

As we continue the Wednesday 

night meal pickups on January 

13th, we are making a slight 

change.  The Fellowship Committee 

members will be passing out the 

meals at the horseshoe entrance.  

With colder temperatures, everyone 

is trying to keep meals warm and 

workers warm.  The menu for that 

night will be: 

                     

                    Meatloaf 

                    Mexican Rice 

                    Crowder Peas 

                    Biscuits 

                    Sweet Potato Pie 

 

You will be getting the usual 

reminder email from Rita. 

 

A bit of news about the cooking 

videos…As you know I stopped the 

weekly videos when the Wednesday 

night meals resumed.  There has 

been a request for more, so I hope 

to get one out each month around 

the third Monday, or there about.   
 

 

The video for January will be for 

sausage balls.  Usually a holiday 

treat, sausage balls are good to 

freeze and have for a quick 

breakfast throughout the year.  A 

great source of protein.  My 

favorite sausage ball recipe is by 

Paula Deen, and I have provided it 

below. 

 

Sausage Balls 

1 lb sausage 

4 C sharp chedder cheese 

3 C baking mix 

Cayenne pepper, optional 

1 8-oz cream cheese (not Paula  

     Deen, optional) 

 

Combine all ingredients 

thoroughly.  Hands work best. 

Roll into equal sized balls, place on 

a baking sheet, bake at 350 degrees, 

30-45 minutes until golden and firm 

to the touch. 

 

*TIPS…I line my baking dish with 

aluminum foil and spray with pan 

spray for easy clean up. And I use 

Jimmy Dean sausage which is low 

in fat. 

 

Bon Appetit! 

Coron Jordan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January Birthdays 
 

 
 

Jan. 1 Fred Smith 
Jan. 2 Martha Garrison 
Jan. 3 Allison Zimmerman 
Jan. 5 Bobby Costner 
Jan. 6 Star Evans 
 Ryan Freeman 
Jan 7 Blenda Leger 
 Jeff Simmons 
Jan. 8 Jim Brinkley 
 Ramzi Kamal 
Jan. 10 Jim Rostan 
Jan. 13 Mary Barstow 
Jan. 18 Ed McFadden 
Jan. 19 Faye Celia Jones 
Jan. 20 Lyla Caroline Jones 
Jan. 21 Vivian Carothers 
 Keith Chapman 
Jan. 22 Zander Austin 
Jan. 23 Hazel Cole 
 Harvey Jones 
 Nick Palmer 
 Marc Sharpe 
Jan. 25 Katie Gravel 
Jan. 26 Kim Rostan Johnston 
 Eva Sigmon 
Jan. 28 Ansley Calloway 
Jan. 29 Payton Harrison 
 Steven Morrow 
Jan. 30 Meredith Rae Stettler 
Jan. 31 Abigail Lanning Hefner 
 Louise Rivenbark 

 



 



  

 

               

 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 

 

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are designed to allow 
readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected books. The format of the book 
discussions includes provided questions and group discussions in an informal setting. Books 
are selected from recommendations from group members. 
 
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come when you are 
interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to come each time, to either or both 
groups.   
 
Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and check out only one 
of our selections at a time. 
 
Afternoon Book Discussion Group- 1:30pm 
(meets outside the first Thursday of month) 
Thursday, January  7– Pachinko  by Min Jin Lee 
Thursday, February 4 – The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek  by Kim Michele Richardson 
Thursday, March 4 – Just Mercy by Bryan Stephenson 
 
Faith Matters Group – 4pm 
(meets outside the fourth Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, January  24 – The Coming of God (Part I)  by Jurgen Moltmann 
Sunday, February 28 – The Coming of God (Part II) by Jurgen Moltmann 
Sunday, March 28 – Blessed:  A History of the American Prosperty Gospel  by Kate Bowler 
 
 



 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We are so pleased to welcome the 
following new members into the 
fellowship of Waldensian Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

 
Kela Cannon  

 
Kela Cannon’s parents are members of 
our church, John and Linda Cannon. Kela 
was raised in Drexel and is a graduate of 
East Burke High School. She moved to 
Tennessee in the early 1990's. She 
moved back to Burke County to be 
closer to family in 2019. Kela is blessed 
with two children and six grandchildren: 
Son Caleb who still resides in Tennessee 
with his wife and four children, 
Elizabeth, Ezra, Evelyn and Norah; and 
daughter Cassie who now resides in 
Drexel with her two children, Abigail and 
Kennedy. We are blessed to have Kela 
on our church staff as our Financial 
Secretary. 
 
 

 
Janie Pons Halley 

 
Janie Pons Halley was baptized at 
Waldensian Presbyterian Church and 
grew up attending Sunday School and 
church services. Her parents Frankie and 
Margaret Pons were longtime members 
of WPC. Janie went to school in Valdese 
and graduated from Valdese High School 
with many members of our congregation  
 
 

 

who she continues to have very close 
friendships with.  
 
Around 45 years ago, she left Valdese 
and moved to various locations, 
including Winston-Salem, Wilmington, 
Hendersonville, and Hickory. During that 
time, she met Steve Halley from West 
Virginia who became her second 
husband after a 10-year courtship. They 
were married 11 years before he passed 
away in April of 2020. 
 
Janie has one son, Roger Seagle, who 
lives in Asheville with his wife, Mindy, 
and son, Bodhi. Janie’s pride and joy is 
Bodhi who is 12 years old. She and Steve 
moved to various locations so they could 
be close to Janie’s grandson and be a 
part of his life while growing up.  
 
Janie taught school for many years, most 
recently in Catawba County at Startown 
Elementary. After leaving Hickory, Janie 
moved back to her hometown of 
Valdese and purchased a condo in 
Morgan Trace earlier this year. Her 
hobbies are painting with watercolors, 
photography, walking and swimming.  
She also enjoys spending lots of time 
with her two very close aunts.  
 
Janie is looking forward to attending 
church services and programs in the 
coming year when we get through this 
pandemic and return to worshipping 
together.  
 
 

 
Sally Taylor 

 
Sally started singing at age four. She 
studied professionally all through grade 
school and high school, and then studied 
with an opera coach. Her husband is a 
world renowned pianist.   
 
Sally traveled through Europe twice 
singing with the Ohio Honors Chorale.   
 

 

She moved from Ohio to South Carolina 
and there sang with The Greenville 
Chorale for 20 years, five of those years 
being a part of the professional Chamber 
Ensemble.   
  
Sally has been a member of various 
churches. She was born a Disciple of 
Christ while in Ohio, converted to a 
Lutheran while in South Carolina and 
now she is at WPC. The church has been 
a major part of her life. She enjoys giving 
her time to the church through her 
music.  She has been singing alto with 
our Chancel Choir for several years now.   
  
Her family means the world to her. She 
has an older brother and a younger 
sister. Her father passed away five years 
ago, but she is blessed to still have her 
mother. They all still live in Ohio.   
 
Sally works at First Citizens Bank in 
Valdese. 
 
 
 

Mitchell Epley 
  
 
 
 
 

 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Trustees of the Corporation 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 7:10 PM 
(Room 200) 

 
The trustees of the Corporation of 
Waldensian Presbyterian Church met as 
noted above. 
 
Members Present:  Emily Church, W.T. 
Sorrell, Frank Grill, Wes Garrou, Bart 
Bounous, Tamika Garrison, Jan Garrou, 
Carolyn Williams, Gunter Harbison, and 
John Cannon 
 
 Members Excused Absent:  Mark 
Rostan, Jeanene Burris 
 
Also Attending:  Elders-elect Judy 
Waldrop, Renee Gravel 
 
Calling of meeting to order and 
approval of agenda 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by 
John. 
 
The meeting was called to order by John 
and the agenda was approved. 
Motion to approve the agenda was 
made by Tamika, seconded by Jan, and 
approved unanimously. 
 
Chairman's Report:  (John Cannon) 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the 
meeting of December 2, 2018. 
Wes made the motion to approve the 
minutes of the Trustees for December 2, 
2018 and W.T. seconded. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
No new business.  
 
There being no further business, John 
Cannon adjourned the meeting at 
7:20pm and closed the meeting with 
prayer. 
 
John Cannon, Clerk of Session 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
October 25, 2020 

 
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
(Clerk’s note: This meeting was held as a 
Zoom online conference meeting to 
adhere to public health guidelines for 
“social distancing”).  
 
Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat) 
Steve reviewed the Summary of 
Revenues and Expenses for January 1, 
2020 through September 30, 2020.  He 
said that actual revenue, year to date is 
$324,622.  Expenses year to date are 
$382,852 which produces a shortfall of 
$58,230.  After applying the approved 
budget offset of $38,023, the shortfall 
would be $20,207 at the end of 
September. Steve reported that the 
CAM Fund is doing well and the fresh 
produce distribution has a balance of 
$6,600. The produce distribution is 
finished for the year.  Steve then 
answered several questions from elders.   
 
Steve next reported on the status of the 
endowment funds. He reviewed a 
spreadsheet showing the Vanguard and 
New Covenant Funds from December 
31, 2019 to September 30, 2020.  The 
total values on December 31, 2019 was 
$6,123,936.90.  On September 30, 2020 
the value of all funds was $6,195,155.18.  
This total for September 30, 2020 
included $138,933 of withdrawals and 
$13,150 of advisory fees.   
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 
Motion:  To allow the task force to 
proceed with the steps to procure a 501 
(c)(3) status for the museum and bring 
back specific recommendations for all 
the incidental issues, such as regarding 
whether to lease part of all of the  

 

property and the artifacts, or sell to the 
new entity. Specific directions regarding 
board composition will be part of the 
next step.  All costs incurred in this 
process would be the responsibility of 
the museum endowment to finance.   
 
Motion:  That Waldensian Presbyterian 
Church accept new members in virtual 
format during COVID-19 restrictions.  
 
Motion:  To approve changing vacation 
and sick leave of staff to be computed 
in hours and not days as it is presently 
computed.  All regular full time 
employees will receive 160 hours 
vacation time and 80 hours sick time 
annually, and all regular part time 
employees will receive 160 hours 
prorated vacation time and 80 hours 
prorated sick time annually.  Sick time 
may accrue up to 80 hours for regular 
full time employees and 80 hours 
prorated for regular part time 
employees 
 
Motion:  That sick time and vacation 
time to be by and through the Financial 
Secretary, and the Financial Secretary 
will standardize the reporting process.     
 
Motion:  To approve the framework for 
the Transitional Pastor work schedule.  
 
Motion:  That Session approve a 
Christmas Eve Service, and that the 
format be a service that our minister 
and Worship Committee deem safe for 
all involved. 
 
Motion:  To cancel the Christmas Scene 
for 2020 due to COVID-19. 
 
Other News 
Kevin gave a brief review of the Museum 
Task Force report and stated that the 
members of the Task Force were Frank 
Grill, John Heilman, David Fletcher, Bart 
Bounous, Jim Rostan, Mark Rostan, 
Steve Martinat, and Steve Demiter, with 
Kevin being a Convener/Moderator 
(non-voting) member of the committee.   
He reviewed need for change and the 
options explored. He explained that the 
Historical Committee had reduced from 
20 members to 5 or 6 with most over 
age 70. He said that no church monies 
were used to build the museum,  
 



 

however, the museum is located on 
church property.   
 
Planning the 2021 Officers’ Retreat with 
our new Pastor, the Rev. John Frye. 
Possible dates being from February 20, 
2021 through March 13, 2021.  Retreat 
will be facilitated by Rev. Frye and 
consist of setting the yearly calendar  
and beginning the process of preparing a 
Mission Study and pastor search 
committee. It was the consensus of the 
elders to set the date of February 20, 
2021 for the Officers’ Retreat.   
 
Mission Day – Kevin reported that we 
had a successful Mission Day on 
Saturday. October 24, 2020. He said that 
it was held in the breezeway at the 
church with social distancing being 
observed. The following activities were 
done by the deacons and others: 
 
a. Approximately 1,000 bags of candy 

were packaged for distribution by 
our youth on Friday, October 30, 
2020 for the drive-through “Treats 
in the Streets” and the Church 
Festival on Saturday, October 31, 
2020. 

b. Blessing bags were filled for 
distribution to homeless persons. 

c. Shoe boxes for Christmas gifts to 
those in need were filled.  

d. Cards and letters were written to 
homebound church members. 

 
Invitational Zoom meeting for 
celebration of 13 years of ministry. Kevin 
and Session are searching for methods 
for the congregation to convey our 
appreciation to Kevin for his ministry to 
our church and community.  One 
method being discussed is a Zoom 
meeting where all can join in giving 
our best wishes for him and his family in 
the future. David said that he would 
volunteer to pursue this and other 
methods of celebrating Kevin’s ministry. 
 
Kevin stated that we are serving 
approximately 75 meals each 
Wednesday. 
 
Carolyn stated that all new officers had 
been elected.  There were 129 votes 
from the congregation to elect these 
officers. 
 

 

The completion date for Pioneer Hall 
restroom renovations will be this week 
(Oct. 26). 
 
 Bart is having signs made to replace the 
yellow tape around the church building. 
 
We had an attempted break-in of 
sanctuary.  The security cameras are not 
working. Three of nine cameras are not 
working. The Safety Committee will 
check this problem. 
 
David Fletcher & Steve Demiter met with 
Kela Cannon on September 16

th
 and 23

rd
 

to discuss Vacation/Sick Day tracking 
and revisions of timesheets procedures. 
 
We have received 42 pledge cards – 
probably need to encourage more 
members to return cards. 
 
Emily said the committee had 
considered doing the outdoor Christmas 
Scene, but because of increased 
concerns about the COVID-19 cases, 
they had decided to not do the scene 
this year.  
 
John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 

 

 

Special Session Meeting Minutes 
November 4, 2020 5:00PM (Front 

Entrance at WPC) 
 

Representatives for the Session of 
Waldensian Presbyterian Church met as 
noted above.  Because of Public Health 
COVID-19 restrictions, the meeting was 
held outside.   The purpose of the 
meeting was to meet and approve new 
members into the congregation. 
 
Ruling Elders attending: Tamika Garrison 
and John Cannon 
Teaching Elder attending: Rev. Dr. Kevin 
Frederick 
 
Rev. Dr. Kevin Frederick, Moderator, 
opened the meeting by welcoming the 
new members, and that the purpose of 
the meeting was to approve the 
following candidates into membership: 
 
 
 

Janie Pons Halley: by Letter of Transfer 
from Hickory First Baptist Church.  Her 
shepherd will be Gretchen Costner.   
 
Sally Taylor: by Reaffirmation of Faith. 
Her shepherd will be Christi Bounous. 
  
Kela Diane Cannon: by Reaffirmation of 
Faith. Her shepherd will be Tamika 
Garrison. 
 
Mitch Epley: by Reaffirmation of Faith. 
His shepherd will be Alex Garrison. 
 
Rev. Frederick asked each new member 
to give a brief introduction of 
themselves.  After the introductions, 
Rev. Frederick had prayer and began the 
constitutional questions which were 
answered by all new members.   
 
The following motion was presented by 
Tamika and seconded by John: 
 Motion: To accept Janie Pons Halley, 
Sally Taylor, Kela Diane Cannon, and 
Mitch Epley as persons of faith into the 
congregation of Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church. 
The motion was approved unanimously.   
 
The meeting was closed by singing the 
first verse of “Blest be the Tie that 
Binds” at 5:30pm. 
 
A video of the service was made for 
introduction of the new members to the 
congregation. 
 
John Cannon 
Clerk of Session  
 

  
  

Minutes - Called Meeting of the 
Congregation 

 November 18, 2020  
With governmental and public health 
restrictions because of the COVID-19 
epidemic, this congregational meeting 
was held by an email vote by church 
members.  The purpose of this meeting 
was for a congregational vote to elect 
Steve Demiter as an elder to fulfill a one-
year term for Tamika Garrison, Outreach 
Committee Chair. It was requested of 
the congregation to send their votes, 
“Yes” or “No”, to Rita Spivey at 
office@waldpres.org by Wednesday, 
November 18, 2020.  It is noted that a  



 

quorum for the congregational meeting 
would be 10% of the membership or 37 
members. A total of 76 “Yes” votes and 1 
“No” vote were received from the 
congregation. 
  
The congregational election was 
published in the Sunday Church Service 
Bulletin for Sunday, November 8, 2020 
and the “Church Highlights” for Friday, 
November 6, 2020. The election was also 
published in the “Church Highlights” of 
Friday, November 13, 2020.  A separate 
email was also sent to the congregation 
on Friday, November 13, 2020. A brief 
biography of Steve Demiter was 
presented in the Worship Guide for 
Sunday, November 15, 2020. The 
election was also announced at the 
online service of November 15, 2020.  
Steve has agreed to serve this one-year 
term.  
 
The congregation was notified by at the 
online Sunday Service on November 29, 
2020 of the election results. These 
minutes will also be posted on the wall 
across from the Church Secretary’s office 
and published in the Waldensian Herald 
in January, 2021.  
  
John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 

 

 

Joint Diaconate and Session 
Meeting Minutes 

November 29, 2020, 5:30 PM (Zoom 
Internet Conference) 

  
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
(Clerk’s note: This meeting was held as a 
Zoom online conference meeting to 
adhere to public health guidelines for 
“social distancing”).  
 

 

Treasurer's Report: (Steve Martinat) 
Steve presented a summary of the 
church's financial picture through 
October 31, 2020.  The total Revenue 
was $371,755. Expenses were $413,883, 
and the Shortfall was $42,128.  After 
applying the pro-rated amount from the 
M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment Fund ($42,128), 
the surplus through October was $459.  
Steve noted that after 83% of the year, 
79.3% of the budgeted pledges has 
come in.  Expenses were78% of the 
Budgeted amount.  Steve noted that the 
Pioneer Hall restroom renovations cost 
of $114,752 would be paid from the 
Vanguard Fund. He also stated that the 
next financial report would be the end of 
the year report, which would be 
presented in January. 
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 
Motion: To approve Deacons-elect 
Meredith Bleynat, Barbie Heilman, 
Sarah Owens, and Alan Bonner; and 
Elders-elect John Williams, Jeff Jacumin, 
Mary-Louise Hatley, and Jim Furr for 
the Class of 2023. 
 
Motion: To approve Steve Demiter for a 
one-year term as elder. He will replace 
Tamika Garrison. 
 
A motion that Steve Martinat be 
elected Treasurer for 2021.   
 
A motion that John Cannon be elected 
Clerk of Session for 2021 
  
Other News 
John presented the following statistics 
for 2020 through Nov. 15:  
 
Year 2020 church statistics, through 
November 15: 
Births - 2 
Deaths - 15 
Infant & Child Baptisms – 0 
Weddings – 3 
 
New members by Reaffirm. of faith - 3 
New members by Profession of faith – 5 
New members by Adult Baptism and  
Profession of Faith - 1 
New members by Transfer of letter – 1 
New members by transfer from Friends  
     of the Church - 0 
Subtotal New Members – 10 

 

Transfers of letter to other churches - 0 
Transfers to Friends of Church Roll - 8  
Dropped from the Active Roll – 37 
(review of roll by Outreach Committee) 
Deaths - 15 
Subtotal Roll Reductions - 60 
 
Net Members – 322 
 
Net Friends of the Church – 65 
Affiliates - 0 
Average Attendance – 131 (Connections 
32, Traditional 99) 
              
John noted the membership was 
reduced this year because of a roll 
review done this year by Tamika and the 
Outreach Committee.  He said that our 
net membership last year was 372.    
         
Kevin recognized and thanked the 
outgoing officers for jobs well done. 
Kevin cited the work of each of the    
eight retiring officers in making his 
ministry successful. Kevin stated that we 
only had 10 services in the sanctuary this 
past year, with 37 services using our 
YouTube virtual format.  He said that our 
number of views had been averaging 
120 for each online service. He said that 
we are now up to 19 deaths in the 
church, and it had been very difficult to 
minister to grieving families during 
coronavirus restrictions.  He asked all 
officers to be thinking about different 
ways to provide funeral services for 
these families, especially during the 
winter months. 
 
The annual Officers' Retreat will be held 
beginning at 8:30 am on Saturday, 
February 20, 2021 as a Zoom meeting.    
 
One item on the agenda at this time is 
for all officers to add their known event 
plans to the church calendar. Kevin   
stated that  if officers know the dates for 
events for their committees from 
February 1, 2021 to January 31, 2022 
they should email these events to Rita in 
December. That will prevent the need to 
write them all on the calendar at the 
Officer Retreat. The meeting will be 
moderated by our transitional pastor, 
Rev. John Frye.  There will be a training 
session by Rev. Frye to lead us through 
the process of hiring a permanent 
pastor.   
 



 

Kevin discussed Mark’s many hours of 
editing and preparing the online 
services. 
 
Niki Humphries presented events and 
accomplishments of the Diaconate 
during 2020. 
 
David Fletcher reviewed the personnel 
changes that the Personnel Committee 
managed during the year. 
 
Mary Murray, with the Worship 
Committee, distributed the Lock-up 
assignments and reviewed the lock-up 
procedures.        

   
John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 

 

 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
November 29, 2020 (Zoom Internet 

Conference) 
 

A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
(Clerk’s note: This meeting was held as a 
Zoom online conference meeting to 
adhere to public health guidelines for 
“social distancing”).  
 
Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat)  
The Treasurer’s Report was given at the 
Joint Diaconate/Session Meeting which 
was prior the Stated Session Meeting. 
 
Steve presented a summary of the 
church's financial picture through 
October 31, 2020.  The total Revenue 
was $371,755. Expenses were $413,883, 
and the Shortfall was $42,128.  After 
applying the pro-rated amount from the 
M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment Fund ($42,128), 
the surplus through October was $459.  
Steve noted that after 83% of the year,  
 

 

79.3% of the budgeted pledges has 
come in.  Expenses were78% of the 
Budgeted amount.  Steve noted that the 
Pioneer Hall restroom renovations cost 
of $114,752 would be paid from the 
Vanguard Fund. He also stated that the 
next financial report would be the end of 
the year report, which would be 
presented in January. 
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 
 Motion:  To elect Bart Bounous and 
Jeff Jacumin as commissioners to the 
Presbytery meeting in Denver, NC on 
Saturday, January 30, 2021. 
 
Motion:  In keeping with the spirit of 
the Made 5 account (Make a Difference 
Endowment,) the missions committee 
makes the motion to continue the 
annual Made 5 monies commitment of 
$15,000. 00 per year, originally 
established for five years beginning in 
2017, as a matching mission gift of the 
Generations Music Ministry Fund, used 
for local, regional and international 
mission work of Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church. This five-year 
matching fund will be completed at the 
end of the fiscal year 2021. This motion 
seeks to perpetuate that level of 
mission funding annually, starting in 
2022, until such time as the church 
chooses a different ministry direction 
or could no longer afford that level of 
giving with Made 5 Funds.   
 
Rationale: 
Since 2017 a portion of the $60,000 
total Made 5 monies has gone into the 
local community assisting our neighbors 
and friends through fire, illness and 
other needs.  WPC has helped 
Guatemala, Malawi, and Nicaragua 
with COVID-19 relief and has helped 
finance the building addition for our 
sister church, Nueva Jerusalem.   
 
With overtaxed budgets of community 
agencies this may be the only hope for 
assistance people have.  We strongly 
feel that there is still much to be done; 
even more so now that local citizens 
are facing loss of jobs, school closures 
and other financial hardships.    
 
 

 

For the accountability and a complete 
list of funds spent please see the 
attached report. 
  
Motion: That we partner with Jhan & 
Ian Vellenga, PCUSA missionaries to 
CEPAD (National Council of Protestant 
Churches of Nicaragua) as replacement 
for the VanBrocklins who are retiring at 
the end of 2020. 
  
Information: 
This is a WPC ongoing budget 
Benevolence/Missionary Support 
(Account #510105) as published in our 
annual budget.  The amount of support 
is $1,750 per year and is paid quarterly 
through the PWNC. 
 
Motion: To allow Linda Rostan to 
convert the existing Parlor in Pioneer 
Hall to a training and conference room.  
Linda has agreed to do this project at 
no cost to the church. 
  
Motion: That S&F  recommends to 
Session that on a contract basis, we get 
3 proposals for contracts every 2 years 
to begin in 2021 – Also 
Property should immediately examine 
the inside contract based on current 
needs since we are expecting lower 
usage for 4 – 5 months. 
 
 Motion:  Recommendation from 
Worship Committee is to use Sanctuary 
or Outside for ordination and  
 installation of new officers.  This will be 
determined by COVID safety   
guidelines. **** There will not be           
 laying on of hands.                                          
 
Other News 
A congregational meeting will be held on 
January 17, 2021 immediately following 
the online service. The purposes of the 
meeting are: 
 

 Presenting the year 2020 Financial       
          Report   

 Presenting the year 2021 Budget. 

 Dissolving Rev. Frederick’s pastoral 
relationship with WPC (requires a 
congregational vote) 

 
Mark stated that he and Bart are still 
working on the Wi-Fi at the Gingerbread 
House, which will be used by our 
transitional pastor, Rev. John Frye.  He  



 

said the TV is installed and thanked 
Emily for the donation. Mark also 
commented about the “Remarks” 
section of our YouTube channel.  He said 
that one person from South Dakota had 
been watching our services. The person 
had asked if Coron’s cooking videos 
would continue.  Jan said she would talk 
to Coron about making more videos.  
 
The Personnel Committee discussed 
various ways we can evaluate our 
employees during 2021 if the pandemic 
continues or worsens. 
 
Restrooms in Pioneer Hall are 
completed, and the hallway and 
stairwell was painted along with the 
hallway doors. 
 
Bart stated we have had a serious water 
problem on the west corner column of 
the sanctuary nearest the museum.  It 
flooded the stairwell leading up to the 
bridal room as well as blistering the 
stucco on the outside of the building 
column.  Bart met with a rep. from 
Sherwin-Williams whose paint we used 
to seal the church nine years ago. He 
said that cracks in the paint have been 
caulked and will see if this solves the 
problem before further repairs are 
made. 
 
Kevin stated that Linda Rostan had made 
a request to remodel the Parlor and 
convert it into a more usable training 
and conference room with a conference 
table and chairs.  She has graciously 
agreed to fund this project for the 
church, and this would be a needed 
space for meetings and training. 
 
John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 

 

 
 

 
 

To view Rev. Frederick’s sermon 
and our online worship service  
each Sunday, go to the church 

website, www.waldpres.org, and 
click on the YouTube link.   

 

FOR THE CHILDREN 
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.waldpres.org/
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